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A Look Back at SoHo’s
Broadway: Art Attack!
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Guggenheim
Museum SoHo
(image: HS2
Architecture)

SoHo has long been known
for its art galleries, but did
you know that Broadway
was once home to three
major art museums, all on
the same block, between
Houston and Prince Street?

In 1983, The New Museum
moved from The New
School to SoHo and
occupied two and a half
floors of the Astor Building
at 583 Broadway, the building’s first tenant under
new owners who were in the process of converting
the rest of the building into a commercial
condominium. As New York City’s only museum
dedicated exclusively to contemporary art, its
shows addressed contemporary issues such as
AIDS and homelessness. The museum moved
temporarily to Chelsea in 2001 before moving to
its new location on Bowery.  The building is

L O O K  B A C K  A T
S O H O  B R O A D W A Y

Footloose and
Column Free: The
Dancers’ Building

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

Board Member
Expression of
Interest

S E E  A L L

http://www.hutsachs.com/guggenheimsoho.html
http://sohobroadway.org/category/lookback-at-soho/
http://sohobroadway.org/everybody-dance-now/
http://sohobroadway.org/category/announcements/
http://sohobroadway.org/board-member-expression-interest/
http://sohobroadway.org/news-and-events/


4/23/18, 6*04 PMA Look Back at SoHo's Broadway: Art Attack! — SoHo Broadway Initiative

Page 3 of 5http://sohobroadway.org/a-look-back-at-sohos-broadway-art-attack/

currently home to the store Under Armour.

The New Museum on Broadway (Image: New
Museum)

The Guggenheim Museum opened its SoHo
branch, designed by architect Arata
Isozaki and located at 575 Broadway at the corner
of Prince, in 1992. During its decade on Broadway,
it exhibited the work of major artists including
Marc Chagall, Paul Klee, Robert Rauschenberg,
and Andy Warhol. Although the museum
presented the work of internationally renowned
artists, its overall attendance was lower than
expected. The museum closed in 2001 for
renovation and closed permanently in 2002. The
space is currently occupied by the Prada flagship
store.

The Museum for African Art moved from the
Upper East Side to 593 Broadway in 1993. Its
shows featured modern and traditional African
art in subdued galleries on two floors designed by
Maya Lin, the designer of the Vietnam War
Memorial in Washington D.C. In 2002 the museum
relocated to Long Island City. The building now

http://www.newmuseum.org/history
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Museum for African Art on
Broadway (image: NY.com)

houses half of a
Victoria’s Secret
store that extends
into the adjoining
building.

There are currently
several museums in
SoHo, albeit not on
Broadway: The
Drawing Center,
the Leslie Lohman
Museum of Gay
and Lesbian Art,
Judd Foundation,
and the Center for
Italian Modern Art,
to name a few. For
a list of arts

organization in SoHo, visit the SoHo Arts Network
website.
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Contact New York, NY 10012 212-390-1131

We are a
neighborhood
improvement
district.
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